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When ' the Ri ghteous are in Authorit 
the People Rejoyce ; but when the Wiche 
ed beareth Rule, the People Mourn. 


A NKIND being. a Compound-Na: 
. made up of two different parts, 
Spirit and Body, has relation to ſeveral 
States, this L md; is preſent, and that which is | 
to come, _ Happineſs is the common Centre of _ 
both; and the appineſs of a Future State, de. i 
pends.1 -upon Man's Behaviour in this, ſuitable to 

the Principles of his Nature and Conſtitution. 
And Man being a Reaſonable and withall a So. 
ciable Creature; made for Society and Converſe, 
God has preſcrib'd him certain Rules and Laws, 

as well to direct his own Actions, as to regulate 
tis Converſation to others, that he may ſhare the 
common Benefits of Society and Communion. 
God Governs the World by his Providence, but 
diſpenſes ic by inferiour Powers, and ſers R 
| giltrares as his Deputies and Vicegerents, and 
chrough their influence ore the Affairs of Man- 


Bar derives to us the greateſt Bleſſings of thy 
B World", 
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2 A Sermon preached in tile 
World, as Peace and Property, Plenty and Securi- 
ty, and whatever elſe tènids to make our Lives 
Eaſie and ComfortabbeQ. 
Aid did Men rightly Underſtand the Benefits 
and Ad vantages of Government, and the Bleſ. 
ſing of good Governours, they would Value it as 
the gift of God, and the Favoir and Indulgence of 
Heaven, and Bleſs God for it, and rejoyce un- 
der the ſhadow of it. Doubtleſs all good Men 
do ſo, and ſo ought all Men to do; not only to 
reckon it their Privilege to enjoy it, but to re. 
joyce in it. And we ſhall eaſily ſee what Rea- 
ſon they have for their Exultation from the im. 
port of theſe. Words, When the Righteous are in 
Authority, the People Rejoyce 53 but when the Wicked | 
beareth Rule, the People Mourn. 


The Words imply two Things. 


I, The baſis of a laſting Government, or the true 
Foundation of a Peoples Happineſs, which conſiſts 
in Righteous Rulers, when the Righteous are in 

Authority. 4 „ 
II. The. Subjects Senſe of their Happineſs, and 
Satisfaction in it, the People Rejoyce. The other 
part of the Verſe gives the Reverſe of the Scene, 
and repreſents the Danger and Diſcontents of the 
People under Wicked and Licentious Gover- 
„ 


on 
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nours, ben the Wicked beareth Rule the People 
Mourn. But we have not this Day, and hope 
never {þall have Occaſion, to unfold this Melan- 
choly Scene, and expoſe the Miſchiefs of an evil 

| Reign, and the Grievances of a People under it. 
And tis pity to fully the Luſtre of the Day, with 
the Sables of Sadneſs and Mourning. I ſhall 
therefore make the f1:ft part of the Words the 

only Subject of my preicat Diſcourſe, and enter. 
tain you with ſuch Reti:tions, as may raiſe that 
exultation and joy fulneſs, which ought this Day 
to be ſeen in all our Faces. 8 $3 „„ 


I. The baſis of a laſting Government, or the true 
Foundation of a Peoples Happineſs, which conſiſts in 
Righteous Rulers. That Government is eſſential 
to the well-being of Man as an lahabitant of this 
World, and embodied into Society for the Com. 
mon Good, needs not. he proved, ſince God him- 

; and upholds it by his Providence. And the Experi- 


ence of Mankind through all Ages, does abundant- 
ly Witneſs it, in the great Bleſſings they derive from 
eke protection of it, and the Miſchiefs that befall 
nd | the Warld through: the want of it. And what 
1 is ſet up by God, is to Act for him, and in Sub- 
Nj ordination to him, and whullt it does ſo, it carries 
he | NT ON ns Fry ne 1 on 
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= the deſigns of Providence, and keeps the Courſe 
of Affairs ſteady and even. Did all Mankind Act 
ſuitably to the Principles of Nature and Duty, 


the World would be all Harmony, and e 


would be no Diſorder or Diſturbance; and they 


that move moſt regularly in the Sphere wherein 


they are placed, do certainly moſt highly pang 
tribute to the Peace and Order of it. 
And that whether we conſider them as mo. 


ving in the higheſt Orb, or placed i in an Inferiour 


Sphere; as Supreme Rulers, or Subordinate Magi- 
ſtrates; both which are great Bleſſings to a Nati- 
on, when the Righteous fic at the Helm, and the 
Courſe of Affairs 1 is ſteer d in Prudence and Righ- 
teouſneſs, 

1. Conſider we it firſt, in its s higheſt Dignity 
and Influence; in the Supreme Power, the Happi- 
neſs and Advantage of a Righteous Raler. And 
certainly there is not upon Earth a more lively 
Reſemblance of the Divine Majeſty, than Great- 
neſs in conjunction with Goodneſs, The higheſt 
Character that theHeathens had of theirDeity, was 


Eber ud, great and good; and there is nothing 


more Divine upon Earth, than a Religious Prince; 


nothing more Sacred than a Righteous Ruler. 


Hence the glorious Reign of the Meſſias, was fore- 


told in theſe Tn Wo. 32. 1. Behold a King 
ſhall. 
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ſhall Reign in Righteouſneſs, and Princes ſhall Rule 


in judgment. Jer. 23. 5. I will raiſe unto David 
a Righteous Branch, and he ſhall execute Judgment 
and fuſtice in the Earth, Heaven it ſelf cannot 
ſhower down greater Bleſſings upon a People, than 
what are derived to them through the Influence 
of Religious and: Righteous Princes. 

But this will be more evident in Particulars. 
I name theſe. 

1. The right Wſe he makes of bis Power and 45 
thority, is a great Bleſſing to a People. A Righteous 
Prince reckons himſelf the Father of his Country, 
and regards it with a paternal Affection, and looks 
not on his Subjects (as Tyrant; do) as Slaves and Vaſ- 
ſals, made wholly * his Profit and Pleaſure; 
but looks upon himſelf as ſet up for their good, | 
and the Authority he is Entruſted with, to be 
wholly. a Power of doing good to others. For 
true Goodnels is a generous Principle, and en- 
larges the Heart, and makes Men in Place and 

| Power Act conſonant to that great Rule of Chri- 
ſtianity mentioned by the Apoſtle, Philip. 2. 4. 
To look not on his own things, but on the things of o- 
thers. Tis no ſelfiſh Principle, nor drives on a- 
ny private Deſigns, but always takes its-meaſures - 
ſrom the Common Good, which is its main End 
and Endeavour to promote. . And happy. * 
jay | that 
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6 A Sermon preached in the _. 
that People be, whoſe Rulers are always watch- 
ing for their good, and in the Apoſtles phraſe, 
Rom, 1 3. 6. 46 rege ee, always attending up- 
on this very thing, the Good and Welfare of their 

People. 1 25 

2. The due Execution of the Laws, and Admini- 
tration of Juſtice, is another ſingular Privilege of the 
Reign of Righteous Princes, For being Entruſted 
with the Power, they reckon it a Duty not to 
hear the Sword in Vain, which he does, that lets it 
ruſt in its Sheath. It was indeed foretold of the 
Peaceable Reign of the Meſſias, that they ſhould 
heat their Swords into Plow. ſpares: But certainly it 
was never intended that the Magiſtrates Sword 
ſhould be one of them, which is to be drawn as 
well in the Execution of the Laws, as in defence 
of the People, ſor a terror to evil doers, and to 
cut off Lawleſs and Incorrigible Sinners. Laws 
are the great Fences and Securities of our Liber- 
ties and Properties; but where they are not Ex- | 

-excuted, all things lie open and expoſed to Vio- 
lence and Rapine. Laws are the Life of our | 

Commerce and Trade, and the Guarrantees of 
our Peace, but when they are laid aſleep, we have 
no ſafety at Home, or Abroad. And there is no 
greater Evidence of-a Nations approaching Ru- 
ine, than the negligent Obſervance, and Remils | 
7 5 N - Execu- | 


_—_— 


- Collegiate Church of Mancheſter, 9 | 
b Execution of thoſe Laws, which the Wiſdom of = 


our Forefachers have agreed upon, as the Barriers N 
of our Settlement and Eſtabliſhment. But then 3, 
does a Kingdom Flouriſh, when the Wiſdom of 1 
its Legiſlators, is back'd with the Courage and 
Reſolution of its Magiſtrates, and both together 
conſpire, to let Judgment run down like Water, and 
| Righteouſneſs like amighty Stream, Nothing made 
Men more Renowned of Old, than the Euacting of 
good and wholeſome Laws; and nothing makes 
a People proſper more than the impartial Executi- 
on of Law and Juſtice, And where ſhall we 
look for that, but from a Righteous Ruler, who 4 
Acts out of Conſcience and Duty? who as he re- . 
preſents God, ſo he imitates him too, in doing 
ood to all Men, and impartially diſpenſing 1 
Juſtice and Equity, which is at once his Duty and 
Delight, according to that of Solomon, Prov. 21, 
15, it is a Joy to the Juſt to do Judgement. 
3. The Intereſt he ſecures in the Favour of God, 
and the Divine protection, is another Privilege f 
Righteous Ruler, Tis this makes his Counlels \ 
Succelsfull, and his Enterprizes Glorious. For 
it is God that exalts and eſtabliſhes Kings, and 
Crowns them with Succeſs and Victor); Great 
Deliverance giveth he to bis King, and ſ"tweth Mer- 
cy to his Anointed, Pſal. 18. 50. If God be with * 
who 
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who ſhall be againſt us ? And he never forſakes 


them that keep cloſe to him, but is at once their 
Shield and their great Reward, they have the ſu- 
reſt Title to the Divine Protection, and need not 


Fear whilſt they are ſafe in his Favour, which 


made the Wiſe Man pronounce, Prov. 10. 9. 


Hie that walketh uprightly, walketh ſurely, And 


Prov. 10. 25. The Rigbteous is an everlaſting foun- 
dation. I know the beſt Princes are not always 
the moſt fortunate, and God may think fit to pu 
niſh a wicked people by the loſs of a righteous 
King : yet generally they are Inſtruments of a 
peoples proſperity, and God derives bleſſings to a 
Nation by them. On the other hand, ſeldom do 
Princes thrive by wicked Politicks, and ungodly 
Deſigns, but are blaſted in their projects, or fru- 


ſtrated in the execution. God himſelf makes the 


Remark by his Prophet, and ſays to the crafty 
King Shallum, Jer. 2 2. 15, ſhalt thou Reign becauſe 


thou cloſeſt thy ſelf in Cedar? (becauſe he thought | 
to neſt himſelf ſecurely in his own Politicks) did 
not thy Fathers Eat and Drink, and do Fuſtice 


and Judgment, and then it was well with him? he 
Judged the Cauſe of the Poor and Needy, and then it 
was well with him? Tis certainly God's Preroga- 
tive to govern the World, and guide the clue 
of Affairs, which he never more viſibly diſplays, 


than 
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than in vindicating the eternal meaſures of Tuſtice 
and Equity, and confounding the ungodly de. 
ſigns of Power and Policy. He turneth wiſe men 

backward, and maheth their knowledge fooliſh, Iſa. 


44+ 25. Heleadeth Counſellors away ſpoiled, and ma. 
let h Judges fools, Job 1 2. 17. Tis a certain truth, 


that nothing can be ſucceſsfully attempted by bad 


means, that may not be effected by good, and 


nothing can entail the bleſſing of Heaven on an 
unrighteous Cauſe. And therefore happy are the 
people, whoſe Counſellors adviſe with honour 


and juſtice, and whoſe Rulers act with Religion and 
Righteouſneſs. Under ſuch a ſhadow the people 
ſhall dwell ſafely: Peace ſhall be within their Walls, 


and plent y within their Palaces. Happy are the people 


that are in ſuch a caſe, yea bleſſed are the people 
whoſe God is the Lord. 


4. Great is the bleſſing of 4 hols Raule, in 


regard of religion, and the honour of Gods worſhip and 


Service. For the King is CuStos utriuſque tabulæ, 
Conſervator of both Tables of the Law, Truſtee 
for God and Man; the Inſpector of our Duties 


to both, and a Revenger to execute wrath upon 
the Infringers of either. At the Inauguration of 


the Kings of Judah, the Teſtimony was put in- 
to their hands, to denote, the Princes being char- 


ged with the care of Gods worſhip, as well as 


. the 


10 U Sermon pov rk in the. 


* * „„ * 


the Peop les ſafety. And our Kings and Queens 
have at their Coronation uſually been preſented. 
with the holy Bible, which contains the Religion 
they are bound to defend. Now who ſo like to 
ale care of the Worſhip of God, and Religion, 
as a Religious Prince? He that honoureth God 
himſelf, will delight to ſee him honoured by o- 
chers. Or what more like to influence the peo- 
ple, than the Piety of their Rulet? or what can 
give more luſtre to Religion, and the decorum of 


Gods worſhip, than to ſee the care and concern 


of a King for it? It is recorded of good Jofiab, 
to the — honour of his * that he 


not only made all the people renew the Covenant of the 


Lord God of their Fathers, but that be made all that 
were preſent in Vrael to. ſerve, even to ſerve tie Lund 
their God, 2 Chron. 3 4. 3 3. Ic is evident ſpom the 
Hiſtory noſuks' Kings of Judah, how well it fared 
with Religioo under the Reign of good Kings, and 


how Piety ** and the worſhip of God decay d un- 


der the Reign of bad ones. Nor is it more for 


the konour of Kings, to countenance de- 


votion and picty, than advantageous to their Sub. 
jects, who by their care and concern for Goll de- 


rive thoſe bleſſings from Heaven which make a 
people happy. Ape it has been often obſerved, that 
as Communities (as luch) are Capable of being 
| | rewarded 


r TT aa oi 


Collegiate Church of Manchefter. 1t 
rewarded only in this world, ſo thoſe Nations 
have been moſt proſperous, who have fhewn the 
greateſt regard to Vertue and Piety, according to 
that of Solomon, Prov. 14. 34. Righteouſneſs ex- 
alteth a Nation, but Sin is a reproach to any people. 

5. Another benefit that a Nation reaps by a righteous 
Raler, is the powerful influence of bis Example. Re: 


g 58 ad exemplum, ec. is an old obſervation : as is 


the King, ſuch uſually are the Peopl e, who lo N 
to ſuit themſelves to his humour, and conform to 
his example. And Scripture records it of one 
good Eing (the man after Gods own heart) that 


whatſoever the King did, pleaſed all the people, 2 Sim. 


3. 36. great is the force of Exanjple, and power. 
fully influences the inclinations of humane Na. 
ture, ind ſtrongly byaſſes their Actions; put the 
Bramples of great men, are of a large ſphicre, and 
moſt powerful attraction, and draw numbers in. 
to compliance and imitation; and that uſually 
ſuirable to the Copy that is fet them, whether ic 
be of Vice or of Vertue: as all Nations have expe- 
rienced; and particularly our own, how much the 
Vices of the Court have infected the Countrey, 
and the diſſolute Lives of as men debauch d 
the Commonalty. As on the concraty, what re. 
ſtraint has been laid on growing Impiety, and 
whar ſtop has been pur to open Prophaneneſs and 
An 1 5 rennen 
d 8 3 HDebau- 
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Debauchery, by the care and piety of better Go. 
vernours, who to their Authority, have added 
their religious endeavours, and at once comman- 
ded, and by their own Example, invited others 
to Reformation. The power of a King indeed 
is chiefly exerted in his lawful Commands, but 
his Example is a kind of living Law; and if good, 

ſhames men out of that wickedneſs, which the 
Laws prohibit and puniſh. Great then is the 
Peoples happineſs, where the King is not uh 
great, but good too: who governs by Law, but 
directs by Example, and himſelf leads the way, 
which his, people need not be aſhamed to follow. 

' You ſee what Bleſſings incircle the Thrones of 
Righteous Princes : and the ſame in kind, if not 
in degree, we may reap from the Righteouſneſs of 
thoſe that are ſent by them, and act under them, | 
| who are entruſted by them with the execution of 

the Laws, and the diſtribution of Juſtice and E- 
quity, to the honour of the Prince, and the ſafety 
and welfare of the People. How great a Bleſſing | 
it is to a Nation to have ſuch Mapiſtrates, Men | 
that are at once zealous for God's honour, the in- 
tereſt of Religion, and the Eſtabliſhment of our 
Peace, I hope you are all ſo ſenſible of, as to ſave 
me the labour of proving it. - I ſhall therefore in 
ſtead of making it out at large, only illuſtrate it 
with theſe obſervables. 5 1. That 
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„ That it is uſually a fi ign of a Nations decay, 
if a approaching ruin, when its Magiſtrates become 


generally corrupt, and remiſs, and the Laws are laid 


aſleep, or perverted to Injuflice and Oppreſſion, Quos 


Jupiter vult perdere, dementat prius ; When God 


hath a Controverſie with a people, he infatuates 
their Counſellors, and intoxicates their Magi- 
ſtrates with a Spirit of {lumber and drowlinels, 


that they only dream of peace and ſafety, but 


do nothing to ſecure it : they lull themſelves 
aſleep in a ſupine negligence ; but know not the 


things of their peace which are hid from their eyes. 
For Laws were not made in terrorem only,for meer 
Scare-crows, but for rules to walk by : nor were 


Magiſtrates commiſſioned only to fit ſtill, nor a 
Sword put into their hands to grow ruſty in its 
Scabbard, but to be drawn in defence of the Law, 
and the execution of Juſtice and Judgment. But 
when Vice becomes impudent, and Sinners ſhame- 


leſs; when Wickedneſs affronts the Laws, and li- 


cCentious men grow bold and daring, it argues 


either the Government to be weak, and its Au- 
thority precarious, or a general corruption in the 


Miniſters of Juſtice, and an univerſal decay of 


zeal and piety, than which nothing bodes work, 
or has a more fatal tendency to the ruin of a 


Nation. Ir has been obſerved, that the Roman 


greatneſs 
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Jan chen wy to decay, when they ene 


razed from the Juſtice and Vertues of their Ance- 
ſtors; and the more diſfolute they grew, the fa- 
ſter they ſank to ruin. I tremble to think how 


fatal had been the conſequence of that groſs Im 


morality and Prophaneneſs, which of late over- 
ſpread thefe Nations, had not a timely ſtop been 


put to it by the piety and prudence of our Go- 


Vernours, and the heatty endeavours of all good 
men to joyn in a National Reformation. Nor can 


ve ever hope to ſee it effected, till inferior Off: 
cers and Miniſters ſecond the Zeal of their Supe- 
riors, and every man in his place and ſtation, put 
his helping hand to ſo good a work, the difcoun- 
tenancing Vice and Prophaneneſs, and the encou- 


ragement of Religion and Vertue; when the Boch 


DP̃olitick is infected with a Gangrene, there can be 
no ſoundneſs without cutting off the rotten Mem- 
ber; and no ſuch Salve for State wounds, as a- 


nointing the Sword of Juſtice with che blood of 


bold e Offenders. 07.2 a 20025 


2. That faithful and vigilant Miettrties,”; are 


: ( oder Providence) the great Inſtruments of making 
4 Nation great and wh For what miakes''a Na- 


tion great, but the renown of its Wiſdom and Ju- 


ſtice? or what makes a Government happy but 
when all its parts pers a and every 


any, | Wheel 
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Wheel moves regularly and in order? Magi 77 
ſtrates are the great Movement in Governments, 

ind when they keep time and order, all things 
Nove equally, and act in their own Sphere. 
For when every thing keeps its rank, and ob- 
ſerves the decorum of its place, there is no diſcord, 

or diſturbance : which they that prevent, or re- 
Ctifie, are in the phraſe of our Law, Conſervatores 
Pacis, the Preſervers of the Peace, and conſequent- 
ly of the Happineſs of a People. When God 
raiſes men to Office, he firs them for the Employ- 
ment. When Saul was to be made King over 

Iſrael, Gad gave him another heart, 1 Sam, 10. 
9. When the Seventy Elders were choſen to aſſiſt 
Moſes, God took off the Spirit that was upon him, 
and gave it unto them, Numb. 11. 25. The Ma- 
giſtrates Commiſſion, is a new Spirit given to 
him, and preſents him not only with power, 
but mie life: and courage for the execution of his 
„Office. And when they act by that Spirit, as 
men inſpired with zeal for Gods glory (from 
Whom all power is derived) and wich hearty Re- 
ſolutions for the publick. Good (or which: all 
power ought to be employ d) chey are the Mini- 
ers of God for good to men the appoint the Throne, 
and the 3 of great Bleſſings to the Sub- 
Fs. A Religious Magiltrate, is as well the honour, 


as 
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as the bleſſing of the place he lives in; and makes 

both his Authority and Example, ſubſervient to the 
ends of Juſtice and Piety. And how ought peo 

ple to rejoyce when ſuch men are ſet over them, 
_ whoſe large Hearts and publick Spirits engage 
their conſtant care and vigilance for the welfare of 
thoſe that are within their Charge and Inſpection? 
Doubtleſs good men do ſo: doubtleſs we ought 
all ſo to do, Yea ſo we do this Day, and (bleſſed 
be God) that we have juſt Cauſe ſo to do. Which 
brings me to the ſecond General. 1 


Il. The Subjects ſenſe of their Happineſs, and Sa. 
tisfaction in it: The people rejoyce, And now I 
come to the great Duty of the Day, and the con- 
cern of all here preſent, I wiſh there were none 
abſent, as if they had no ſenſe of our preſent Hap- 
pineſs, nor Hearts to rejoyce at it, But let us ren- 
der to Ceſar the things that are Ceſars, as well as 
| unto God the things that are his; let us give God 
the glory of his Goodneſs, and exprels the ſenſe of 
our Happineſs under the Government of a Graci- 
ous and Religious Queen: let us render to God the 
tribute of Praiſe, and to his Vicegerent the tribute 
of Honour and Gratitude, Tis a Duty that we 
owe to all Gods miraculous Providences, but e. 
ſpecially to the wonders of his kindneſs and bene- 
5 ” = ficence. 
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ficence. God has fo done his marvellous works 
that they ought to be had in remembrance (ſays 
the P/almiſt) and why to be remembred, but that 
the Glory of his praiſe may be celebrated by us: 
It is a Duty that God requires from us at ſuch a 
time as this, Iſa. 65. 18. Be glad and rejoyce for 
ever in that which I create, for behold J create Jeru- 
ſalem arejoycing, and her people a joy. We are call'd 
upon by the voice of Authority, and ſtrongly in- 
vited by our own Intereſt and Obligations, to a 
publick and ſolemn acknowledgment of the Na- 
tions Happineſs, under the influence of a vertnous 


and religious Princeſs, An Happineſs, which did we 


know how to value, we ſhould chearfully aflemble, 
not only to expreſs our thankſgiving and joy, but 
alſo to offer up our Prayers for the long continu- 
ance of it. We meet not here this day, to rejoyce 
for Victory, and Triumphs o'er the Spoils of our 
Enemies; much leſs to load them with Contempt 
and Ignominy : We meet not to congratulate the 
| {ſucceſs of our Fleet by Sea, or of our Armies byLand ; 
or the progreſs and ſucceſsful attempts of our 
Allies and Confederates (tho all theſe call for publick 
| acknowledgment and gratitude ; and even oc- 
caſional Mercies and Deliverances, may be la- 
ſting Arguments of praiſe, and monuments of 
Gratitude) but we are met to erect a ffanding 


18 Sermon preached in the 
Pillar of praiſe, and begin a joyful Anniverſary, 
which we pray may be continued to Ages and 
Generations. VV e 
You have heard already, what reaſon peo- 
ple have to rejoyce under the Government of a 
righteous Ruler. And I think I ſhould be wan- 
ting to my Duty, and the deſign of the Day, if I 
ſhould not endeavour to make you ſenſible of 
the Bleſſings which we enioy under the Royal ſha- 
dow and ſafeguard of our moſt gracious Queen. 
It were eaſie to apply all the forenamed inſtan- 
ces of a Nations Bleſſings, to our preſent Caſe : 
As, the right uſe ſhe makes of ber Power and Autho- 
rity : the due execution of Laws, and Adminiſtration of 
Juſtice: her intereſt in the favour of God, and the di- 
vine Protection: her concern for Religion, and the worſhip 
God: and her great and powerful Example. But 
in all theſe, I doubt not, buc you are ready to 
anticipate the Application, and need not be 
told to whom the Characters belong, and are 
more ready to expreſs your Senſe and Satisfacti- 
on in the juſt Cauſe we all have to rejoyce in ſo 


i > complete a Princeſs, lo excellent a Soveraign, 


 Tſhall therefore add ſome particular Characters 

of her ſingular Worth and Goodneſs, which exalt 
her Royalty, and endear her Subjects Love and Vene- 
ration. I Know that none but an Appelles is fit to 


paint 
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paint an Alexander, and that the faireſt Copy will 
fall ſhort of the Original. For living Vertue can- 
not be drawn in words, nor the fineſt Exprefli. 
ons equal the fair Idea we have of it; and muſt 
therefore beg Pardon for the attempt of an un- 
skilful hand. Nor ſhall I make uſe of falſe Co- 
lours, or a flattering Glaſs, to ſet out that Worth 
which we may admire and imitate but cannot 


reach. 


lam ſenſible it is more eaſie to begin, than to 
know where to make an end, ſhould I deſign to 


enlarge upon all that may be ſaid : I ſhall there. 
fore only point at ſome of thoſe Virtues, and no- 
ble Endowments, which ſhe has already manife- 


ſted ſince her Acceſſion to the Crown, and which 
promiſe Happinels to her Subjects under her Reign. 


Which ſhe began with the auſpicious Omen of 
the ſincerity of Heart, and the Sacredneſs of her 


Word and Promiſe, thus expreſt in her firſt Speech 
from the Throne, 4s I know my own heart to be 
"-entirely Engliſh, I can very ſmcerely aſſure you, that 
© there is not any thing that you can expect, or deſire 
© from me, which I ſhall not be ready to do for the 


© Happineſs and Proſperity of England, and you ſhall 


* ever find me a ſtrif and religious Obſerver of my word. 
An Heart entirely Engliſh, muſt needs make, an 
Engliſh Monarch great, and the people Happy, 

| f 2 ſince 
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fince it cannot but unite the Hearts of all true 
Engliſhnen, And what might not England do, 
had we but one heart, and one mind? How hap. 
P? ſhould we be, were the lame Sentiments tranſ- 
tus'd into all our Souls, which are written in her 
Rojal breaſt? Written, with the point of a Dia- 
mond, in indelible Characters, not to be eras'd or 
blotted out, ſince her Word is Sacred, and her 
Promiſes have the Sanction of Medes and Perſians, 
they alter not. They never yet did, and we may 
aſſüre our ſelves, they never will, ſince ſhe has 
bound them upon her ſelf by the ſtrict tye of 
Religion and Conſcience, which will ever oblige 
her to be, what ſhe has proſeſs d, a religious Ob- 
ſerver of ber woe. | 
Which Royal word ſhe never pawn'd more ſe. 
riouſly, I may ſay with greater zeal and affecti- 
on, than in the Profeſſion of her Religion: which, 
as her Heart is entirely Engliſh, ſo is this truely 
Proteſtant, the Religion of the Church of England 
as by Law eſtabliſhed. This ſhe thought fit to de- 
clare at her firſt coming to the Crown (it being 


her great Concern, as it ought: to be of all o- 


thers, to give Religion the precedence, as the * 
guide and bleſſing of all our Undertakings) and | 
has ſince frequently repeated it upon all proper 
* Occaſions, to the ſatistaction of all good men; 

| — . 
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and 1 may ſay, to the Safety and Security y of thoſe / 
that Diſſent from us; ſince at the ſame time ſhe 
declares a regard to tender Conſciences, and the 
full Enjoyment of the liberty the Law allows 
them, and its continuance to them, and they need 
as little to doubt, as we do, that in both, ſhe will 

be a religious Obſerver of ber word, To be ſure, 
if they have the Freedom of their own way, they 

ought not to envy hers ; but rather bleſs God ſor 


f her zeal and concern for the Proteſtant Profeſ. 
8 ſion, whilſt we bleſs God and the Queen for her 
Zeal to the eſtabliſhed Church, the beſt of Pro- 
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1 feſſions, the moſt pure and Apoſtolick among all Y : 
1 the Reformed. | 
= A Religion wide ſhe was carefully inftructed 
in, and gave early Proofs of her affection to it, 


l. 1 and together with her Royal Siſter, the late excel. 
"I lent Queen Mary, ſtuck firm to the intereſt of it, 

ly | againſt all thoſe Temptations which might have 
nd | fhaken a leſs noble courage and reſolution ; for- 
— ſaking her Father, and her Fathers houſe, rather 
ng | than bow the knee to Baal; teſtify ing her readineſss 
o. do Sacrifice every thing to the intereſt of her Soul, 
the and that nothing was ſo near and dear to ber s 
nd ber Religion, 

per | But we have freſh Inſtances of her Aa to 
en; the eſtabliſhed Church, and ſuch. as are undenia- - 


ble 
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ble Arguments of her Piety and Zeal. I men- 
tion but two: the one relates to its honour at 
home, the other to its propagation abroad. 

The generous Gift of the Firſt-fruits, and Tenths 
to the augmentation of poor Vicarages, and the 
better ſupport and maintenance of che indigent 
Clergy, is ſuch a noble piece of Bounty and Cha- 
rity, as is fit only for a Princeſs, and becoming 
a religious Queen. And her defire that it may be 
made a perpetual Fund by Authority of Par- 

| lament, will perpetuate her Memory, and record 
her Bounty to ſucceeding Ages, and engage their 
hearty Prayers for her long life and proſperity, 
who are fed by her Bounty and Charity. May 
her pious Example be imitated by others, that 
the poverty of the Church may not occaſion the 

contempt of the Clergy, nor the meanneſs of 
her Revenues be any longer a dilgrace to Religi- 
on, and the ſcandal of the Nation. 7 

Her Majeſty's care of the Church is allo exten- 
ded as far as her Authority over it, and reaches 
foreign Parts and Plantations, and endeavours the 
Propagation of it abroad, as well as the Reforma- 
tion of it at home. A thing not yet ſo well 

* known as it ſhould be, nor ſo much valued 
as it ought to be. I mean the Society for propa- 
gating the Goſpel, and planting the true Religion 

* of 
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of it in our Plantations, and other foreign parts. 


A deſign formed indeed near the end of the laſt. 
Reign, but encouraged and aſſiſted by our gra- 


cious Queen, and carried on by an illuſtrious 


Body, or Society of men incorporated for that end, 


and chearfully contributing both their endeavours 


and purſes to promote ſo good a Work ; which 
is the ſetling and maintaining Miniſters in all our 


Factories, and furniſhing them with Books, and 
other helps, as well for the Inſtruction and Edifi- 
cation of their Flocks, as the Converſion of In- 


fidels, An attempt truly great and noble, and 
ought to be as general, as its influence is like to 
be univerſal. I wiſh all good men were better 


acquainted with it, and believe they would hear- 
tily concurr in it, and chearfully contribute to it. 


Eſpecially, ſince it removes that Scandal objected 


to us by the Papiſts; that we never had any ſuch 


Society, nor attempted any Converſions of Infi- 


dels and Unbelievers; but have carried on our 
Trade in foreign parts, to the. ends. of Gain, but 


without any concern for the honour of God and 
Religion. Bleſſed be God, that the reproach is 


wiped away, and the deſign carried on under the 
Umbrage and Protection of a religious Queen, 
through whoſe encouragement we .hope for the 


bleſfing of God and Succels. 
"on . i 
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I ought not to paſs by another inſtance of her 
Charity and Liberality, tho not the. firſt, in its 
kind, having been formerly ned ee French 
Refugees, and other baniſhed Proteſtants, and now 
at preſent to the poor Proteltant Exiles of Orange ; 


who are not only ſupplyed by her Royal Bounty, 
but recommended to the compaſſion and pity of 


— 


* ES 


all her loving Subjects, as you will have it ſhortly 


repreſented to you, and | hope will manifeſt your 
chearful concurrence by your liberal Contribu- 
tions. Voel1iT Kew, 
Having ſaid ſomething of her Piety and Cha- 
rity, it may ſeem needleſs ro mention her Bounty, 
had not the whole Nation fo largely taſted of it, 
in her contributing out of her own Revenues, to 
the publick charge and expenſes of the Nation, 
and freely returning back with one hand, more 
then a ſeventh part of what ſhe received with 
the other, Certainly, God openly owns his Vice- 
gerent, when he gives her (like Solomon) large- 
neſs of Heart, in which all her People have room, 
and adorns her with what David prayed for, 
e luer nyo, a Royal, a Princely Spirit. So 
that ſhe merits what was ſaid of Mordecai, Eſth. 
lo. 3. 4 perſon ſeeking cordially the wealth of her 
People, and ſpeaking Peace to them. 


kk 
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io ſhe ſpeaks Peace to them, let her Anſmicts 
to them upon Occaſions witneſs, as well as her 
Actions ſpeak. So gracious a' condeſcention to 


all their Requeſts, ſo chearful a return to all their 


Addreſſes, that her anſwer. to one, ſtill brgets 


another Addreſs of Thanks, for the kind Expreſ- 


fions of her ſatisfaction and. gratitude. A true 
Mother of her people, and as great as the hearts 


and affections of her Subjects can make her. And 


to reign in the Hearts of her People, is the great. 


eſt temporal Bleſſing that God can beſtow on 


her, or grant to them. And if. ever Yb Popuii, 


may be ſaid to be Vom Dei, if Unanitity, Since. 
rity, Loyalty and Concord, be the Language of 
Heaven, never was it more maniſeſt than in the 
Voice of the Three Nations. Tkey all ſpenk ane 
Language, whick ſeems to be uttered from the 


bottom of ono Heart. An happy Omen ot Pro 


ſperity and Sueceſs; and may Poſterity reup 
the. bleſſed Fruits and Effects ot. Nora vt oh 
they that loye their Sovercigh and: cbeip Country 
any thing greater to wiſh, than that the ſame Spi- 
rit of Unity and Concord, may be of long continu- 
ance : that the Subjects may always have the ſame 
juſt Cauſe of rejdycing and gladridſs,and the Queen 
{till reign in the Hearts of her People, amidſt the 
loud Acclamations of Praiſe, and the due returns 
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5 Duty and Gratitude ; Thar ſo this may be- 
come a lafting Amiverſary, an yearly return of 


Gratulation and Rejoycing, to offer up our Praiſe 


for the beſt of Princes, and expreſs our n 
and Satisfaction in it. 

The Voice of Joy and 7 latin in the 
Dwellings of the Righteous , (laid David) and 
Praiſe is comely. for the upright ; or, it well be- 
cometh the Juſt to be thankful (as the other Tran- 
ſlation has it) Tis in their Dwellin ngs, ſince only 
good men have at once a Senſe o their Happi- 


neſs and Duty: It well becomes them, ſince it is a 


piece of Juſtice they owe to God, to their Sove- 
raign, and to themſelves : Let us then at once be 
juſt and chankful, and pay our due Tribute of 
praiſe both to God, and his Vicegerent: to God, 
in his Sanctuary; to the Queen, in the Voice of 

oy and Gladneſs; and both, to the Glory of God; 
1 is the Founder of our Joy, the Donor of our 
Bleſſings: To whom be all Honour, Glory, Power, 
and * non and for evermore. Amen, 
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